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The implementation of the 
smoking ban this semester has 
been the subject of much con- 
troversy. For one, smoking stu- 
dents see the new policy as an 
affront to their rights, as if the 
university's steps to move ciga- 
rettes away from buildings are 
steps towards disenfranchising 
the smoking students them- 
selves. 

For non-smokers however, 
the move has had little impact. 
Despite the new signs posted at 
every building entrance, smok- 
ers still tend to congregate near 
the doors. 

But the removal of ashtrays 
from outside of buildings in fa- 
vor of the new cones has creat- 
ed a secondary problem: the 


oo 


accumulation of cigarette butts 
on the ground. Certainly, smok- 
ers flicking their butts instead 
of using the ashtrays had been 
a problem in the past. 
“(Removing the ashtrays) 
made the problem worse,” said 
custodian Terry Smith. “People 
are lazy. They don’t have time 
to put cigarettes in the tubes.” 
Smith said that the ashtrays 
should have been moved in- 
stead of removed. 
Maintenance removed the 
wall-mounted ashtrays in be- 
tween the Fall and Spring se- 
mesters and stockpiled them in 
a storage facility. According to 
maintenance’s Al Reger, mov- 
ing the ashtrays would have 
entailed drilling more holes in 
the buildings’ facades which 
would have been “unsightly.” 
Reger said, “Normally it’s 
people sitting and talking that 
throw their butts on the 
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ground.” 

Smith said, “Students put 
paper in (the cones), which 
blocks them up.” Not only does 
that create a mess, but it also 
starts fires in the cones. Smith 
said that students are less likely 
to use a cone if it is on fire. 

Aria Swiergiel, senior 
mathematics major, said, “The 
janitors shouldn't have to clean 
that up.” Swiergiel, a smoker, 
said that a campus-wide ban on 
smoking altogether would be a 
better idea. “Not only do they 
need to move smokers away 
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talents at the UC 
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“Not only do they need to move smokers away from 
non-smokers, they need to do something about the 


cleanup.” 


“Aas 
from non-smokers, they need 
to do something about the 
cleanup.” 

The new smoking policy 
was intended to keep smokers 
25 feet from the doors to all 
buildings. The policy resembles 


Shreveport city Ordinance 37 
passed last May. 

Dr. Rebecca Nolan, profes- 
sor of psychology, was a major 
proponent of the campus poli- 
cy. She had tried once before to 
get a smoking ban passed. 


“The first time (the policy) 
was proposed it was a narrow 


vote,” Nolan said. She said that 
after the LSU Health Sciences 
Center adopted the city ordi- 
nance she decided to try again. 

After the new policy was 
imposed by Chancellor Vincent 
Marsala, the university had to 
purchase the cones that dot 
campus. 

Michael Ferrell, vice chan- 
cellor of Business Affairs, de- 
scribed the cost of the cones as 


“ “ 


minor. 


Screen Saver 


Professors suffer from screen 
saver system 
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Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects 

the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to 
provide information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve 
students, faculty and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as 
guaranteed in the First Amendment of the Constitution. Comments and 
complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Eric Pulsifer, Editor- 
in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 

Letters:to the editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted 
by a club or organization must be signed by all members of the group or 
by the group’s president. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest of- 
fice, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication 
date. Please type the letter and include your classification and major. The 
Almagest reserves the right not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, 
libelous and anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the 
Natchitoches Times. 


Corrections 


No corrections this week. Don't look so surprised. 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS 


Above the law 


We live inva furiny society,We are constantly 
giving people of prestige and power the benefit 
of the doubt, when it’s obvious that they’ ve done 
something wrong. Of course this is nothing new, 
but I'm perplexed that the trend continues seem- 
ingly unnoticed-andamneontested.«. ; 

The latest of such incidents involves former 
deputy press secretary for the Department of 
Homeland Securify, Brian J. Doyle. Doyle is ac- 
cused of attempting to solicit sex from what he 
believed to be a 14-year-old girl, but was actually 
an undercover detective, over the Internet. 

The night he was arrested, a sheriff spoke 
about how law enforcement officials didn’t be- 
lieve it was him and that it must have been 
“some kid” playing around. I don’t know why, 
but I was shocked by his reaction. 

Why would it not be possible for Doyle, a 
man who has had problems with downloading 
porn at work in the past, be capable of being a 
pervert? Most celebrities or people of prestige 
are given similar treatment right from the jump, 
often before any investigation is conducted. 

The problem with this is that we are not 
holding these people to the same standards as 
regular men. I’m sure that’s nothing new. But 
doesn’t it bother you to think that if it were you 
or lin a similar situation, we would immediately 
be judged as being guilty until we were proven 
innocent or wrongly imprisoned? It sure as hell 
bothers me! I’m bothered by this because we are 
overlooking the transgressions of the people 
who really need help by allowing them to con- 
tinually walk the streets, yet imprisoning those 
with minor offenses. 

Most of us know of the R. Kelly situation. He 
has been locked in a legal battle, for what seems 
like forever, due to his appetite for teenage girls. 
Look, I wasn’t there, so I'm not 100 percent sure 
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it was him. But in this case, I can live with being 
99.9 percent certain that he was the one who de- 
livered the golden shower. 2 

My point is that he has been free to make 
music, travel the world and quite possibly make 
other home movies with preteens because he is 
famous, I would be locked up if I peed on my- 
self. 1 know it kind of sounds like I’m whining 
about a situation I couldn't possibly change but 
this is a serious problem. Too many times we’ve 
seen people with notoriety slip through the 
cracks of the justice system, just to have them go 
free and commit repeat or various other offens- 
es. 

In no way am I saying that situations like 
this only befall celebrities. I’m sure there are 
plenty of normal people who commit crimes as 
well and get away with them. It’s just that in 
celebrities’ cases, they really are considered in- 
nocent until proven guilty. And even if they are 
found guilty, they will somehow walk away 
from the situation as if they were the victims. 

I guess I’m looking for a little equality in 
how celebrities and regulars are persecuted. If 
someone does something wrong they should be 
punished accordingly. Who they are and what 
they do shouldn’t be a factor in their punish- 
ment. But alas, things have been this way for as 
long as I can remember and aren't likely to 
change anytime soon. We should all strive for 
fame and fortune’so we too can one day be con- 
sidered above the law of common man. 


Derrick Mitcham 
Features Editor 
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AMATEUR ARTISANS 


Showcase draws 


by Mike Schwalke 


A new student art exhibi- 
tion opened in the UC on April 
7. The exhibition, which has no 
official title, is intended to be a 
showcase of the best work com- 
ing out of the fine arts classes in 
the past year. 

“It's kind of a “best of’ 
show,” said LaMoyne Batten, 
professor of fine arts. 

The show runs the gamut 
from sculpture to painting to 
pencil drawing to new media, 
showcasing the array of stu- 
dents’ artistic abilities. 

Jason Williams, senior bio- 
chemistry major, said, “It's 
great that they set it up to show 
the different types of art that 
students do.” Williams has a 
photograph in the exhibit. “The 
subjects vary widely.” 

A previous show, called 
“To Be Announced,” hung in 
the UC in February. The show 
was then moved, along with 
other, larger artworks to the 
Louisiana State Exhibit Muse- 
um. 

“A lot of things that would 
have been in (the current) show 
are over there,” said Batten. 


tention to Creative students 


Brittney Skillern, senior fine 
arts major, arranged the move. 
She ran into the director of the 
museum at work. 

“I knew I wanted to have a 
big show for the students,” she 
said. “We called in ‘To Be An- 
nounced’ because we're all up- 
and-coming art students that 
haven’t broken into the art 
community.” Skillern said that 
the current student art show 
did not get the publicity she 
thought it should have. 

“The professors here are re- 
ally strong,” Skillern said. 
“They're good motivators, and 
that’s why everything is so 
good that comes out of here.” 

The student art show. will 
run in the UC Art Gallery until 
April 21. “To Be Announced” 
will hang at the state exhibit 
museum through April 30. 
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by Ragan Dickens 


The Science Lecture Auditorium 
had a packed house Thursday night, 
with a large majority of students 
making up the attendance for the 
2006 Frank and Virginia Williams 
Lincoln Lecture given by Dr. John F. 
Marszalek. 

Marzalek, Giles Distinguished 

\Professor Emeritus of History from 
Mississippi State University, joked 
that the full crowd had nothing to do 
with anyone’s being made to attend. 
The crowd erupted with laughter at 
his sarcasm. 

Although some might have been 
there by obligation, others were not. 
Natalie Allgood, sophomore busi- 
ness major, said, “If you missed 
tonight's lecture, you missed an intel- 
ligent man speaking on important 
events of our nation’s history. This 
was a fascinating lecture about two 
extraordinary men.” 


*Almagest 


Marszalek spoke on “1862, A 
Year of Decision for Mr. Lincoln and 
General Halleck”, based on Marsza- 
lek’s book “Commander of All Lin- 
coln’s Armies, A Life of General 
Henry W. Halleck.” Marszalek found 
it special to speak at this lecture due 
to being “lucky enough to have 
known Frank and Virginia.” 

Marszalek jumped right into the 
lecture by saying that “on the shoul- 
ders” of Lincoln and Halleck rested 
the decision of whether the United 
States would remain a whole or di- 
vided nation. He said that these two 
men held more power and pressure 
than any two men alive at that time. 

According to Marszalek, Lincoln 
was a self-taught lawyer and a politi- 
cian from Illinois. Halleck, by the 
same token, was a lawyer also 
known as the nation’s leading expert 
on land law for that day. 

Marszalek lectured for almost an 
hour on the many political and mili- 


tary decisions that Lincoln and Hal- 
leck had to make, saying “1862 
proved to be the most important 
year” of these two men’s lives. 
Marszalek ended his lecture with 
these words: “This year established 
their political history. Nothing these 
two men did before or after this date 
would change history's mind about 
these two gentlemen.” 

Several in the audience posed 
questions in the question-and-an- 
swer session following Marszalek’s 
lecture. An individual raised the 
question of comparing Lincoln and 
his actions with slavery with Hitler 
and his actions of World War II. 
Marszalek quickly dispelled this 
comparison by stating that he did not 
accept this premise. 

Leigh Tomb, senior political sci- 
ence major, said, “Although the lec- 
ture was very interesting, I found the 
questions, especially the political- 
based ones, just as interesting.” 
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Pilots play .000 ball in busy week 


mw Pilots lose 
first conference 
series of season 


by Chrissy Chiri 

The LSUS Pilots baseball 
team had their busiest week of 
the season last week when they 
played six games in five days. 
However, the squad handled 
the pressure well by going 3-3. 
Even though they lost their 
first Gulf Coast Atlantic Con- 
ference series of the year to the 
Loyola Wolfpack, the home 
team still has an outstanding 
record of 27-14 overall and 14-7 
in conference. They are in sec- 
ond place in conference play. 

The Pilots were plagued by 
16 errors during the six-game 
stand. Although in the double- 
header against Louisiana Col- 
lege last Tuesday the team’s 
defense was flawless, the re- 
maining four games didn’t 
prove to go so well as all the er- 
rors came in those games. 

Junior pitcher Matt Clay- 
man.said of the games last 
weekend, “It was a brutal 
weekend to play ball because it 
was windy and the balls were 
flying around a lot. It was 


tough to make plays. It was a 
hitter’s day.” 

Clayman, who is 6-2 on the 
year with a 2.70 ERA and four 
saves, ended his five-game 
winning streak against Loyola. 
He surrendered five runs (four 
earned) in two innings. 

“Right now we need to not 
make a big deal about our de- 
fense. We need to relax and 
learn how to play relaxed,” 
head coach Rocke Musgraves 
said. 

Sophomore pitcher Blake 
Pinkston picked up two wins 
for the Pilots during the week, 
though. He is 2-1 on the year, 
including a conference win on 
Saturday. Junior pitcher Daniel 
Welch also won a game for his 
team, his third win of the sea- 
son after having Tommy John 
(reconstructive) surgery last 
season. He is 3-0 on the year. 

“I wanted to get ahead of 
hitters and keep my pitch 
count down,” Welch said. 

After the game I felt like I 


‘did everything I wanted to do. 


It feels good to have the hard 
work I did to rehab finally pay 
off.” 

In the most recent national 
poll, the LSUS team is sitting in 
13th place in the NAIA, which 


ties their previous week’s 
standing. They are also ranked 
12th in triples, averaging 0.46 
per game and are 17th in the 
nation with 2.12 stolen bases 
per game. 

Their offensive power 
came from several players. 
Leading the scoring for the 
week was senior center fielder 
Dusty Maddox. He had eight 
RBIs on six hits, including a 
two-run, in-the-park home run. 
Senior second baseman Dustin 
Bissonnette had eight hits and 
five RBIs. Senior right fielder 
Tyler Williams had four RBIs; 
junior first baseman Steffan 
Primeaux had three RBIs; and 
junior left fielder Colin Moro 
had three RBIs. 

The Pilots will travel to 
Hattiesburg, Miss. this week- 
end and face conference oppo- 
nents the William Carey 
Crusaders in a three-game se- 
ries. William Carey was swept 
by the Belhaven Blazers the 
previous weekend and will be 
looking to tack on wins. The 
first pitch is scheduled for 6:30 
p-m. tomorrow. 

“Tt doesn’t matter what our 
record is right now; any time 
we play William Carey it’s go- 
ing to be war,” Musgraves said. 
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Computer conundrum 


Faculty disappointed with 
new screen saver system 


by Coleman Robison 


When the LSU System In- 
ternal Auditors stopped by the 
LSUS campus, the group 
found a small problem: the 
faculty computers were not in 
compliance with the LSU Sys- 
tem policies and procedures. 

According 
to Shelby Keith, 
Director of 
Computing Ser- 
vices, LSUS 
complied with 
the LSU policy 
on April 3. The 
policy enforces 
a screen saver to 
run after 10 
minutes of com- 
puter inactivity. 
After those ten 
minutes, a dia- — Director of C 
log box appears 
with a warning 
message, alerting the user an 
automatic log-off is in process. 
To exit the screen saver, faculty 
must press the “cancel logoff” 
button. They then must press 
Ctrl-Alt-Del to receive a stan- 
dard login box. They then type 
in their password and press 
“ok.” If nothing is pressed 
within 24 hours, the machine 
will be logged off. 

Rick Mabry of the LSUS 
Mathematics Department 
would hardly call it a “screen 
saver.” According to Mabry, it 
is just the opposite of a screen 
saver — just a fixed message 
box (with a countdown to a 
forced logoff). 

“From what I am told, 
modern computers do not 
need a screen saver (which 
were once used to prevent the 
‘burn’ of pixels on a screen, 
which was caused by leaving a 
single image on the screen for a 
long time), but if they did, this 
one would be the worst possi- 
ble, because it leaves a single 
box on the screen — and in the 
same spot, no less — whenever 
the keyboard and mouse are 
idle for 10 minutes,” said 
Mabry. 

According to Keith, the 
policy is being rolled out to en- 
force Permanent Memoran- 


dum 36 (PM-36) and Policy 
Statements 1.6.3 and 2.1.3. Ba- 
sically set into effect in early 
April, the memorandum and 
attached policy statements 
state that no faculty computer 
should be left unattended for 
long periods of time. 

“Faculty members here at 
LSUS often 
leave their of- 
fice doors 
open,” said Kei- 
th. “And there 
are no security 
prompts on the 
computers. 
This leaves stu- 
dent informa- 
tion, social 
security num- 
bers included, 


available for 
potential 
threat.” 

“What we will 


eventually have are small pro- 
fessor-cams mounted on our 
monitors,” said Mabry. “This 
way, if we leave our desks for 
more than a few minutes, the 
camera can detect that there is 
no motion. It can then signal 
the computer to take the ap- 
propriate action.” 

After Mabry and other 
LSUS professors flooded Com- 
puting Services with concerns, 
Shelby Keith had his solutions 
at hand. 

According to Keith, no 
smart classrooms are affected. 
No labs are affected. No data 
is lost when the screen saver 
appears; the only potential for 
data loss is if you do not enter 
your password within 24 
hours. The warning message 
will not interupt file transfers 
or printing of large jobs. 

“This is not mandatory 
with every school across the 
state,” said Keith. “But it’s 
mandatory at LSUS.” 

While Mabry voiced his 
opinion with staff across cam- 
pus, other professors stuck 


with quiet simplicity. 

“It just stinks,” said 
Lawanda Blakeney, assistant 
professor of music. 
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In other news |Exhioit honors local photography legend 


‘Brokeback Mountain’ banned from prisons 


As if this movie hasn’t garnered enough controversy, 
now It’s causing an uproar at a Massachusetts prison. 
A correctional officer at the prison is facing punish- 
ment for screening the movie for the inmates before 
reviewing the movie himself, which is in direct viola- 
tion of the facility’s guidelines. A spokeswoman for 
the facility said the film’s plot wasn’t the reason for 
the officer’s punishment, but rather the sexually ex- 
plicit scenes. She also refused to identify the officer or 
what his punishment would be. 
[SSS eee 
Get that camera phone out of my monkey face 


Monkeys at a London zoo are sick and tired of hav- 
ing their pictures taken by attendees so they started 
doing what any self-respecting monkeys would 
do.,.stealing people’s cell phones. Determined to 
stop people from capturing their images, the mon- 
keys are snatching phones from anyone who dares 
stick a phone within the primates’ reach. To discour- 
age this, the zoo staff began coating old cell phones 
with a sticky, unpleasant substance to make the 
phones less desirable. 

RSS =| —————E——————_—————————————————— ES SSS 
Man gets $218 trillion phone bill 


A Malaysian man got the shock of his life when he re- 
ceived a phone bill in the amount of $218 trillion and 
was ordered to take care of the matter in 10 days. Ya- 
haya Wahab had previously disconnected his late fa- 
ther’s phone line and paid the remaining balance on 
the account in January. Telekom Malaysia must have 
missed that and later sent Wahab the bill that even 
Bill Gates would have trouble paying. It’s unclear 
whether the bill was a mistake or if Wahab’s father’s 
phone was used illegally after his death, but a 
Telekom official said the company was aware of the 
issue and that it would be addressed. 


911 operator scolds boy while mother dies 


911 hasn't always had the best reputation for saving 
people. This latest incident isn’t going to help their 
case any. Two unidentified dispatchers are being 
named in a wrongful death suit after they scolded a 
5-year-old boy who called for help after his mother 
passed out. Robert Turner called 911 to get help for 
his mother, who who lay knocked out on the floor, 
and was told by a dispatcher to “stop playing on the 
phone.” He called back three hours later, but it was 
still a couple of hours before anyone arrived at his 
house. The family is seeking $1 million in damages. 


SSE ee Se ee Eee 
Houseplants dying...save them with alcohol 


Home gardeners listen up; experts say giving certain 
flowers hard liquor will help keep them 
healthy...and a little tipsy. Cornell University horti- 
culturist, William Miller says that by giving some 
plants diluted alcohol — whiskey, vodka, gin or 
tequila — you can stunt the growth of a plant's stems 
and leaves but leave the blossoms unaffected. This 
would prevent the blossoms from falling over and 
dying prematurely. Experts used beer and wine in 
their studies as well, but neither worked. 


by Terry Hanley 


A showcase of the photography 
of Robert Menasco opened last 
Thursday at a special reception in 
the Noel Memorial Library 
Archives and Special Collections, 

Thurman “T.C.” Smith, a friend 
the of Menasco family, spoke briefly 
about some of his experiences with 
the Menascos. Rob and Marc 
Menasco, the sons of Robert 
Menasco, mingled among locals in 
attendance, as well as local photog- 
raphers, discussing their father’s 
pictures and legacy. 

Robert Menasco was one of the 
area’s most acclaimed photogra- 
phers who took pictures of the fa- 
miliar and famous in Shreveport’s 
society. 

From brides to businessmen, 
entertainers to cultural events such 
as Holiday-in-Dixie and Little The- 
ater, Menasco captured the diversi- 
ty of Shreveport in pictures. 

His collection contains more 
than 30,000 photo shoots and al- 
most 200,000 negatives and is de- 
scribed as a “Who’s Who” of 
Shreveport and north Louisiana. 
Though Menasco was well-known 
for taking pictures of Shreveport so- 


ciety, his work was not limited in 
scope. 

“T remember him telling me 
about hanging out of a plane to take 


aerial photographs,” said Rob 
Menasco, the elder of his two sons. 
According to Rob the process in- 
volved his father hanging out of a 
plane while the pilot held his coat. 
“He was always shooting behind 
him,” said Menasco. 

Menasco, who hailed from 
Glenwood, Ark., headed west as a 
young man to seek his fortune in 
California but wound up in Shreve- 
port instead. He started his first 
photography studio in the old Con- 
tinental American Bank building at 
the corner of Market and Milam in 
1943. He had a darkroom on the 
second floor and free-lanced for 
“The Shreveport Times” as a news 
photographer. As his clientele grew, 
he took over two floors in the bank 
building. 

“He knew how to make people 
better than they looked,” said 
Menasco. “He had this eye for com- 
position, and a knack for people’s 
good side.” 

He said his father did a lot of lo- 
cation and outdoor photographs, 
long before it was fashionable. 
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Menasco had a knack for capturing 
the natural composition of people _ 
in a gathering, as opposed to stag- 
ing people in his photos, according 
to his son. 

Terry Atwood, owner of Terry 
Atwood Photography, has been in 
the darkroom since that age of five. 
His parents were friends of the 
Menascos, and according to At- 
wood he has known of the family 
from an early age. 

“T remember our mothers talk- 
ing shop about retouching tech- 
niques,” said Atwood. 

The exhibit displays highlight 
the art and craft of portraiture: as 
practiced by the Menascos, cameras 
(such as the Graflex Century Studio 
Camera), equipment, the Menasco 
studio and the process of archivally 
preserving the collection. 

“I always thought of him as a 
master viewfinder photographer,” 
said Atwood. “It’s always a person- 
al influence to look at his work.” 

Additional Menasco pictures 
can be seen in the Petroleum Club 
and Women’s Department Club of 
Shreveport. 

“T still look at his pictures when 
I am downtown at the Petroleum 
Club and admire the quality and 
craftsmanship of his work,” said At- 
wood. 

The Menasco exhibit will run 
through May 26 and is open during 
the library’s normal hours of opera- 
tion. 
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1 Bult to Spill 


The term “indie” is pretty vague. It 
means different things to different people 
though most could probably agree its one of 
the larger pigeonholes in describing music. 
Ani Difranco could be considered indie since 
she heads her own label and has creative con- 
trol over how she presents herself as an artist. 
Others might argue that a band’s status with a 
record label is irrelevant to indie and that the 
term refers to a genre of music. One might say 
that bands such as Death Cab for Cutie, 
Phantom Planet or the Killers would fall into 
the category of indie even though they're all 
signed to big record companies. 


While Eagles of Death Metal are with an 
independent label, they have the knockout 
sound of a heavweight, big-label band that re- 
ally has no business not being the hottest tick- 
et during Summer tour season. Built to Spill 
falls into the later category. Though they're 
with Warner Brothers they have the Pave- 
ment-inspired sound of any respectable 
Northwestern indie rock band that couldn’t 
fill a stadium if their lives depended on it. 

I've always felt, if you live in Idaho you 
should either grow a beard or start an indie 
rock band. Doug. Martsch did both. As the 
frontman of Built to Spill, Martsch has the 
reign over a quintessential indie rock band. 
First-time listeners may draw comparisons to 
early Death Cab. There’s the glistening clean 
electric guitar hooks and the modest percus- 
sion, but where Built to Spill has always 
strayed from standard-issue indie is Martsch’s 
skill on the fretboard. Unlike many of his in- 
die breathren, the man is no lightweight on 
the guitar. A nearly nine-minute long opener 
and several lengthy solos scattered across 
“You in Reverse” showcase his talent with 
plenty of classic rock guitar moments. 

Describing the Eagles of Death Metal is 
somewhat more difficult considering that 
their name is misleading. They don’t sound 
like the Eagles, death metal or what the Ea- 
gles might sound like if Don Henley played 
Cannibal Corpse covers. They do sound like a 
garage rock band with danceable, sexy 
groove-filled, bite-sized nuggets of rock. The 


album clocks in at around 40 minutes, and 
thanks to its upbeat nature, really seems to 
blow by. Fortunately the band’s distinct 
sound remains present for their second out- 
ting. “Death By Sexy” is characterized by the 
same distorted, blues- and boogie-based gui- 
tar work and an assortment of the most toe- 
tapping drum beats in rock music found on 
the group’s debut. 

Jesse “The Devil” Hughes returns with 
his sleazy falsetto. He’s joined by a few guys 
from the debut, including Josh Homme, and 
others ranging from Mark Lanegan to Brody 
Dalle to Dave Grohl and Jack Black. 


«Anima Yeo 


Vital,” Josh Ritter “The 
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Derrick: I have to admit, "Lucky Num- 
ber Slevin" was better than I thought it 
would be. Although not quite as Taran- 
tino-esque as some have called it, there 
were enough twists and turns to keep 
most interested. 


Chris: It reminded me of "Boondock 
Saints" rather than a Tarantino movie. 
"Lucky Number Slevin" was a movie 
that kept you interested just by the sheer 
fact it didn’t give the movie away in the 
first few minutes. 


Derrick: For those who weren't there 
watching it with us, "Lucky Number 
Slevin" is about a guy named Slevin 
(Josh Hartnett) who is always at the 
wrong place at the wrong time and ends 
up being caught in the middle of a vi- 
cious gang war. He tries, often to no 
avail, to convince the gangsters he is not 
who they think he is all the while trying 
to figure a way out of his precarious 
predicament. 


Chris: This movie is full of scumbag 
gangsters and action and intelligent dia- 
logue. Hartnett gives a fantastic per- 
formance with his casual no-worries 
attitude. 


Derrick: I thought the dialogue was 
good overall, but it was far from being 
the best I've ever heard. The two hench- 
men who worked for "The Boss” (Mor- 


gan Freeman) had the worst lines in the 
movie. Josh Hartnett was better in this 
than anything I've ever seen him in. 


Chris: I loved the dialogue because it 
was humorous, yet at the same time, so- 
phisticated. 


Derrick: Witty? Yes. Humorous? At 
times. Sophisticated? Not quite. It 
worked pretty well though. 


Chris: The dialogue was like a Rubik's 
Cube of language. Sometimes you un- 
derstood what they were saying, and 
sometimes you had no clue because it 
was so vague. There was something 
about the editing techniques that set this 
movie apart from other films and helpd 
bring depth to the film. 


Derrick: I thought some of the editing 
was real slick too. I really liked the scene 
where Hartnett’s character was retelling 
his story to Lucy Liu’s character. Instead 
of using real time, the story was told vi- 
sually, in supersonic speed. Don’t see 
that too often. 


Chris: That was a very creative way to 
speed up something that could have 
easily slowed the film down. Speaking 
of Lucy Liu, I think the supposting cast 
did a fine job of making each scene 
memorable. 


Derrick: I agree. Her bubbly persona 
brought life to her character. Speaking 
of story, at times I thought the plot was a 
little convoluted and irrelevant. Maybe 
it’s because the movie kind of got off to a 
slow start. 


Chris: I will agree that it started with the 
pace of a turtle, but I think perhaps that 
was their way of setting up the story 
and developing characters. There are 
very few movies that start with a bang 
and can hold that momentum for the 
entire film and keep you interested 
without being cliché or redundant. 


Derrick: Whatever. I've seen movies 
start off strong and finish strong. The 
first half of this film was very forget- 
table. 


Chris: To each his own, my friend. I had 
no problem with the first half of the film 
because to me it was just setting up the 
final conclusion to the movie in such a 
superb way. 


Derrick: I still think the last half was bet- 
ter. Good performances and entertain- 
ing dialogue should distract attendees 
from a sometimes confusing story line. 
Check it out, it’s better than you'd think. 


Chris: “Lucky Number Slevin” is a must 
see for anyone who likes an intelligent 
view into the world of crooks, 


scoundrels and hitmen. 


$ Thursday, April 13, 2006 *“Almagest 
Every'time\you don't write 'for'the Almagest 


God kills a family of penguins. 


The Almagest is in search of semi-dedicated 
writers who want to get some of their crap 
published for dozens of regulars to read and 
many more to use as a makeshift umbrella 
or birdcage lining. We’re looking for 
editors, photographers, opinion writers, 
artists and reporters — and what the hell, 
we'll even shell out some loot for your effort. 


Calendar of Events 
Thursday. April 13 Tuesday April 18 


8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
' LSUS Student Exhibition 


10:25 a.m. - 11:25 a.m. 
Dress to Impress 

UC Steps 

10:30 a.m, - 11:15 a.m. 


Writing Workshop 
“Research and the inter- 
net” 


8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
LsUS Student 


10:30 a.m, - 11:15 a.m. 
of Education 


Want to review movies? We’ll send you for 
free. Don’t know how to read? We’ll shove 
a camera in your hands. Want to change 
the world through the power of the press? 
Well, we can’t help you there. We can how- 
ever give you work experience, a chance to 
get published and some sweet cash. 


8 a.m, - 4:30 p.m. 


Sunday April, 16 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
LSUS Student Exhibition 


10:25 a.m. - 11:25 a.m, 
Earth Day 


8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

LSUS Student Exhibition 10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Career Decision Making & 
Summer Job Opportunities 
UC Theater 


So stop the senseless slaughter of these 
hapless and flightless birds and get yourself 
over to BH 344, call us at 797-5328 or 
drop us a line at almagest@Ilsus.edu. 
Do it for the penguins. 


Are you considering 
graduate school? 


$a prints oyaae pment eae 
only one solution to the puzzle. 


Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana 
_ Hosts the one-stop shop 
Graduate student Open House 
April 22, 2006 
NSU Student Union 
7:30-12:00 


To RSVP contact 


318-35 7-6000 or 
lacourm@nsula.edu 


Support Women in Childbirth 
Become a professional labor assistant/birth doula 
with A*L°*A*CerE today! 

* Learn to tncrease women's comfort in labor 

* Help women avoid urmnec 


Shreveport, LA doula training 
May 19-21, 2006 
Contact: Tracey (318) 925-4372 

; jon discotmt aoailabte — call toda 
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